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GSSEM CEO Monica Woodson

Hey, Girl Scouts! As you’re preparing to wind down the school and Girl Scout year, I hope 
you’re getting ready for an amazing summer ahead!

Girl Scouts of Southeastern Michigan is committed to offering exciting, engaging and memorable 
outdoor education and camp adventures for girls, troops and families. Despite our best efforts, 
it is evident that camp usage will not meet the levels required to run a full summer camp 
season. As a result, we have reduced the number of resident camp weeks from eight to four, 
and we are extending more opportunities for Troop Camping throughout the summer. 

The costs to run our camps, both Camp Hawthorn Hollow and Camp Playfair, are extensive. 
Staf�ng, facilities and operations, building, equipment and grounds maintenance, insurance 
and much more all factor into the experiences GSSEM is able to offer our campers. Reducing 
the number of weeklong summer camp sessions, and offering more variety in troop and family 
camping offerings at more affordable costs will allow GSSEM to keep costs in line with camp 
attendance and usage.  We are better able to maintain appropriate staf�ng levels, provide more 
camp activities and improved amenities.

GSSEM understands these changes may be disappointing for our girls and families. We hope 
that members will �nd the revised schedule and alternative offerings provide ample variety, 
which meets campers’ interests, scheduling, and cost needs.

Camp Hawthorn Hollow has new features including a new hatchet throwing range, slingshot 
range, BB gun range, and art studio. All girls entering 2nd grade and up are welcome to join in 
on the adventure at our beautiful Camp Hawthorn Hollow. Self-service troop camping options 
are available at Camp Playfair, May through mid-October.

You can �nd details of the 2023 summer camp schedule revisions in the mini Camp Guide 
starting on page 24, or check out www.gssem.org/summercamp for more information.

The fun doesn’t stop at Summer Camp! GSSEM is thrilled to offer many more programs and 
activities that will keep Girl Scouts discovering, connecting and taking action all summer long. 
Read about it all here in the pages of Connect Magazine, which is chock full of events, fundraisers, 
programs, and important news. Each month includes a calendar list that highlights important 
events so be sure to hold on to your copy! Connect is available to pick up at GSSEM service 
centers and online at www.gssem.org/connect.

Everything we do at GSSEM is all about you! Our network of 
volunteers, staff and endless supporters create experiences 
that Girl Scouts can treasure forever. We are incredibly grateful for 
everyone who has (and will) become a part of Girl Scouts 
mission of building girls of courage, con�dence, and character, 
who make the world a better place.

Let’s go make this a summer we’ll never forget!

Monica Woodson
CEO, GSSEM

Welcome to the 2023 edition of CONNECT Magazine!



We want to hear from you!

Here at GSSEM, we love hearing stories from troops and 
individual Girl Scouts! We’re even more excited when we 
can help share your stories with local media and our friends 
and neighbors throughout our council region.

We’ve had media coverage about troops donating towards 
various causes, girls who’ve won national contests, and 
there’s always room for more! If you have a story to share, 
email us at communications@gssem.org. Some things to 
remember about local media stories:

1. They have to be timely! Make sure you let us know of what your 
  troop or girls are doing at least two weeks in advance. That will give us 
  time to inform your local media outlet and ask if they would want to cover it.

2. Capture the moment! It doesn’t matter if your troop is planting trees, donating 
  to a worthy cause or taking the trip of a lifetime—we want to see it all!  

3. Don’t wait too long! Send pictures and details of your event within one week to 
  communications@gssem.org. We can’t guarantee coverage in your local media outlet, 
  but GSSEM has a number of our own vehicles where we can share your great news, 
  including the Girl Talk blog!

Communications Outlets

Take the Lead with 
LEADERS e-newsletter
Leaders is our bi-weekly e-newsletter 
sent to all registered leaders and 
co-leaders. You’ll �nd important 
information about troop management, 
girl and adult trainings, events and 
programs and more!

Like, follow and view us!
GSSEM’s Facebook and Instagram pages 
are some of the most active of all Girl 
Scout councils in the country. ‘Like’ us to 
connect with fellow GSSEM volunteers 
and to check out what sister Girl Scouts 
are doing.  And don’t miss our other so-
cial media pages—on Twitter, YouTube 
and Pinterest @GSSEM. We’re also new 
on TikTok! Follow us @GSSEM_.
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Checklist for NEW Leaders:   

Register to be a GSSEM troop leader at 
  www.gssem.org/volunteer.

Complete your background check online. 
  Once your background check is approved, 
  you will receive an email con�rmation 
  prompting you to log into MyGS (your 
  Girl Scout Member Community) on 
  www.gssem.org, outlining your next 
  steps including proper training. You’ll 
  receive your troop number once you register
  and have an eligible background check.

Your Recruitment Specialist will help 
  you get signed up for troop leader 
  orientation, one of two required trainings 
  for new troop leaders and co-leaders.

Invite girls and other adults to join your 
  troop! Your Recruitment Specialist will 
  help you plan and carry out your �rst 
  meeting with parents and girls.

Log onto gsLearn to complete a Grade 
  Level Essentials training. New troop 
  leaders are required to complete at least 
  one Grade Level Essentials training.

Checklist for NEW Leaders:   

Log into MyGS and check out the Volunteer 
  Toolkit (VTK). VTK has detailed plans and 
  a calendar outline to help you have a 
  successful year.

Set up the days, times, and locations for 
  troop meetings on VTK.

Be sure to attend a service unit meeting in 
  your area. Your service unit manager will 
  provide more information on meeting 
  dates and times, or you can �nd your
  meeting at www.gssem.org/calendar.

Meet with your other troop volunteers to 
  make plans for the next year and assign roles.

Reach out to parents via a meeting or 
  other communications to solicit support 
  for the troop. After discussing with parents, 
  make sure to update your new troop 
  information at www.gssem.org/troopupdate.

Open your Girl Scout bank account. 
  Visit www.gssem.org/learning for a short 
  training explaining how to access and 
  use gsLearn.

Host your FIRST GIRL SCOUT MEETING!

Girl Scout Troop Leaders introduce girls to new experiences while showing them how to be bold
and innovative. Use this checklist to help you make sure you’re ready to make memories that’ll
last a lifetime:

Start a Troop and Help Her Dream Big
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Checklist for RETURNING Leaders: 

We’re so happy you made the decision to 
continue to change girls’ lives with mentorship, 
con�dence building, and adventure! Here 
are some helpful hints to get you through 
the process.

Contact new troop members as they join. 
  If your troop is under 12 members, your 
  troop will automatically be displayed in 
  our Opportunity Catalog for new members. 
  When new girls select your troop, you’ll 
  receive a noti�cation via email. Please 
  reach out and welcome the new member(s) 
  to the troop within three business days.

Be sure and watch for Leaders, GSSEM's 
  bi-weekly e-newsletter for troop leaders. 
  It’s distributed on Fridays. 

Check out gsLearn to take advantage of 
  all of our fabulous online training resources, 
  including our extensive Short & Snappy 
  library. Plan to take any Grade Level 
  Essentials trainings you need to lead your 
  troop according to their age level.

Schedule a meeting with parents to get 
  them involved in the troop!

Attend a Service Unit meeting: check 
  www.gssem.org/calendar for dates 
  and locations.

Register for the 2024 Membership Year 
  Kickoff in October.

Remember: we’re here for you every step 
of the way! If you need help, reach out to 
your Member Support Specialist. If you 
don’t know who your Specialist is, email 

troopsupport@gssem.org or call 
(800) 482-6734, and select the option for 
Member Support.  We’ll get you connected!
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GSSEM offers even more support for our beloved 
volunteers! Visit www.gssem.org/newleaders
for a complete at-a-glance web page for 
new troop leaders. Helpful hint: even our 
returning leaders can �nd useful information 
on this page. 

Volunteer Essentials: This valuable guide 
includes information about engaging girls, 
safety requirements, managing �nances and 
policies. There’s even a glossary of Girl Scout 
terms! Check it out at www.gssem.org/ve.

Safety Activity Checkpoints: This document 
contains everything you need to know to 
keep girls safe while having fun. You can 
access the Safety Activity Checkpoints at 
www.gssem.org/safety. 

GSSEM Online Directory: Have a 
question and need to contact us? Visit 
www.gssem.org/staff.

Case Management System: Anytime you 
click the Contact Us Form on www.gssem.org, 
a case is created. It will then be viewed by 
multiple staff members to ensure your inquiry 
is resolved quickly resolved.

Short & Snappy: Short & Snappy videos are 
online volunteer learning opportunities in the 
form of short videos and interactive modules 
that help you better understand a process or 
procedure. These are interactive tools to help 
with everything from managing your member 
pro�le to demystifying the volunteer relations 
process. Check them out on gsLearn. New to 
gsLearn? Visit www.gssem.org/learning to 
view a Short & Snappy on how to use gsLearn!

Training Catalog: GSSEM’s training catalog 
has information on live and on-demand 
trainings, including descriptions and 
run times. 

Bank Account: All troops need to establish a 
bank account with two unrelated, background 
checked adult signers for collection of 
payments of troop supplies and activities. 
Check out the Troop Banking Information 
at www.gssem.org/bankaccount.

Financial Assistance: Financial assistance 
is provided to make sure ALL girls and adults 
can participate in Girl Scouting. Any member 
needing �nancial assistance for membership 
can request it during the online registration 
process. Other �nancial assistance exists for 
books, badges, uniforms, and programs. The 
Financial Assistance application can be found 
at www.gssem.org/fa.

Money-Earning Activities: The Cookie 
Program is the primary money-earning activity 
for a troop. You can also request a limited number
of additional fundraising activities. The Money-
Earning Project Request form can be found at 
www.gssem.org/moneyearning.

Reporting and Receipts: Every troop should 
report out the troop �nances to parents at least 
three times a year. Volunteers also submit a
�nancial report to GSSEM every year by June 21.

Valuable Volunteer Resources

What Volunteers Need to Know about Troop Finances

Remember: the Short & Snappy videos 
at www.gssem.org/learning are there 

to help you with the �nancial process! 
The troop �nances learning path will 

help you through every aspect of 
troop �nancial management.
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It’s never too early to start thinking about signing your Girl Scout up for another year of 
adventure. Get a jump on fall and secure your spot! If you renew your membership by June 15, 
you’ll receive a special patch. If troops renew 85% of their girls and two adults by June 15, 
they’ll receive not only a patch for every renewed girl, but also and an exclusive cookie incentive! 
Help your troop qualify for additional incentives by re-registering now! For questions or renewal 
assistance, please contact troopsupport@gssem.org. 

Early Renewal! April 1 – June 15, 2023

GSSEM has a library full of trainings to help 
you have a successful Girl Scout year. Check 
out some of these training offerings at 
www.gssem.org/calendar and on gsLearn:

• Managing Girl Scout Behavior: Learn how 
  to manage behavioral challenges you may 
  experience in your troop.

• Dif�cult Conversations: Gain tools to help 
  tackle con±ict and structure dif�cult 
  conversations with adults.

• Engaging Girl Scout Families: This webinar 
  includes tips and tricks for encouraging 
  families to get involved with their 
  Girl Scouts’ troop. 

• Preparing Your Troop to Travel:
  Planning to take your troop on an 
  overnight trip this year? This one-hour 
  webinar will show you everything 
  you need to know about planning 

  a Girl Scout travel experience for 
  your troop.

• Ability Enrichment Training:
  Discover ways you can make your 
  troop accessible to Girl Scouts of all 
  ability levels. 

Jump-start your Girl Scout year 
with trainings!
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Highest Awards 
Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards represent 
the highest honors a Girl Scout can earn at 
each level! These three awards allow girls to 
select an issue they care about and inspire 
others to make changes. Girls can make a 
difference in their corner of the world and 
maybe even beyond!

Bronze Award: This is for Girl Scouts in 4th 
or 5th grade who have completed a Junior 
Journey. Bronze Award Projects must be 
done as part of a team and are approved by 
troop leaders. Bronze Award �nal reports are 
approved by the troop leader and submitted 
to GSSEM for review. Bronze Awardees will 
be honored at our 2023 Honors Celebration! 

Silver Award: This is for Girl Scouts in 6th-8th 
grades who have completed a Cadette Journey. 
Girls can work on their own or build a team 

up to four girls. Silver Award �nal reports are 
approved by the troop leader and submitted 
to GSSEM for review.

Gold Award: This is the highest award a 
Girl Scout can earn. Girls in the 9th-12th grade 
who have completed a Silver Award and one 
Senior or Ambassador Journey or have 
completed two Senior or Ambassador Journeys 
are eligible to earn their Gold Award. A Gold 
Award project is earned independently by a 
girl who is mentored by a GSSEM Volunteer 
Gold Award Committee Member. Each Gold 
Awardee receives a GSSEM scholarship to 
further her education. One girl is also selected 
as the GSSEM Young Woman of Distinction to 
receive additional scholarship money to further 
her education.

Girl Scout Highest Awards 
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Ready to get started earning 
a high award?

GSSEM Precious Medals P.I. Patch Program: 
This patch program is available for girls to learn 
more about the highest awards in Girl Scouting. 
Have fun being a Precious Medals Private Eye 
and discover mysteries surrounding the Bronze, 
Silver, and Gold Awards. Activities are available 
on our website for each program level!

GSSEM Young Woman of Distinction: 
Each year, GSSEM selects a Gold Award recipient 
whose �nal project demonstrates extraordinary 
leadership and addresses a global issue with 
measurable and sustainable impact. This 
candidate receives an additional scholarship 
to further her education.

Other GSSEM Awards
Be sure and check out all the great awards online 
like the Tammie Murray and Jennifer Barnum 
Spirit Awards, Precious Medal Award, and more.

Visit www.gssem.org/highawards or the 
council calendar at www.gssem.org/calendar
for in-person and virtual Silver and Gold Award 
trainings. If you can’t attend one of our dates, 
try our online Silver and Gold Award training 
and Highest Award chats! Contact Chris Nichols 
at cnichols@gssem.org.

All Bronze, Silver and Gold 
Final Reports must have been submitted to 

GSSEM by March 1 to be included in the 
May 20, 2023 Honors Celebration. 

Bronze, Silver, and Gold Award pins are 
presented at the annual celebration at 

no additional charge.
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At GSSEM, our volunteers are the heart and soul of this organization. Volunteers’ 
talents and experiences have the power to change girls’ lives, as they help 
craft their experiences—from the way they run their cookie businesses to 
the way they speak up in meetings. But we know that volunteering isn’t 
always easy, especially when you’re new, so we can’t thank you enough for 
all the energy and positivity you give every day. Guiding your Girl Scouts—
even if you’re still �guring things out—is nothing short of amazing.

One such volunteer is Coco Moulder, troop leader to Troop 77091. Her 
enthusiasm and advocacy for youth development make her the perfect troop mom and 
role model for all girls. Coco became a Girl Scout troop leader because her daughter wanted
to join, but no parent would volunteer for her grade level. One day, her daughter came 
home and asked if she would attend the meeting. Coco agreed. She felt like if her daughter 
wanted to have this experience why would she not give it to her? The rest is history.

“The Girl Scout way, through our guidance, gives girls a world perspective on how to solve 
problems, advocate, and develop into powerful leaders from the youngest Daisy to the 
oldest Girl Scout in your troop,” says Coco. “Enjoy the experience of growing their minds 
in a creative way."

Daisy, Brownie, and Junior robotics teams will present their problem-
solving STEM skills and creativity at the GSSEM FIRST Robotics 
Expo on April 22, 2023! This year’s FIRST teams will explore 
electricity and energy journey challenges. FIRST LEGO League 
Explore (FLLE) teams consist of girls in grades K-3, and FIRST 
LEGO League Challenge (FLLC) teams are for girls in grades 4-5.

Each season, teams are challenged to think like scientists and 
engineers by choosing and solving a real-world problem and 
demonstrating their solutions using LEGO technology. Thanks 
to funding from our generous sponsors, GSSEM is able to subsidize 
most of the associated costs for all Girl Scout teams. GSSEM does 
not currently offer placement for girls on existing FLLE or FLLC 
teams, but is happy to help our volunteers start their own team 
and will provide an opportunity to connect with other interested 
volunteers and Girl Scouts at the 2023 GSSEM LEGO League expo. 
With FIRST’s thorough and accessible curriculum, no robotics 
experience is required for team members or coaches!

To learn more about forming a team, please visit www.gssem.org/�rst or contact Emily 
Cottick at ecottick@gssem.org. 

April

April is National Volunteer Month!

Girl Scouts can think like engineers at GSSEM FIRST Robotics Expo 

Coco Moulder
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Girl Scout Tree Promise: 
Earth Day Grove Boxes
April 17-21, 2023
All Levels
Play a part in the GSUSA goal of planting 
25,000 trees by 2026....just in time for Earth 
Day 2023! Research a location within the 
community that will bene�t from a tree planting
and work as a troop to make it happen!

Financial Wellness Money Matters
April 18, 2023
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Cadettes - Ambassadors
Girls will experience one year of independent 
living and managing �nances, as they choose a 
career, and navigate everyday living expenses.  
Girls will also be entered into the Credit Union 
raf±e to win $500!

Money Matters: Surviving The Real World
April 22, 2023
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Cadettes - Ambassadors  
Meet us at the world’s �rst mobile �nancial 
literacy micro-city. This pop-up simulation 
mirrors real-life experiences, taking girls 
through 14 micro-enterprise stations as they 
learn how career, credit, and household size 
have huge impacts on their lifestyles. 

Cooking is Fun Dinner Party
Part 1: April 25, 2023
6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Part 2: May 2, 2023
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Ambassadors
In two separate sessions, chefs from the 
Oakland Community College Culinary Arts 
Institute will teach Girl Scouts how to 
plan and cook a three-course dinner party. 
The workshops will cover kitchen time 
management, safety, and plate presentation.

Programs and Events

Calendar Dates

4/1 Early Renewal Campaign Begins
4/8 Daisy Day at Camp Hawthorn 
  Hollow (CHH)
  Electrician Workshop
4/16 Volunteer CPR & First Aid Class 
  at Flint Service Center
4/18 Volunteer National 
  Award Celebration
4/22 CHH Open House

Brownie Outdoor Journey Weekend at CHH
April 28-30, 2023
Brownies - Cadettes
Ambassadors
Brownies, Cadettes, and adults come on 
out and join your Outdoor Education Team 
for a weekend at Camp Hawthorn Hollow! 
Brownies will be earning their complete 
Outdoor Journey and Cadettes will earn their 
Leader in Action award!
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Celebrate the accomplishments of our Bronze, Silver and Gold Award recipients 
and special recognitions of graduating seniors, and recipients of the Tammie Murray 
and Jennifer Barnum Spirit Awards at our Honor Celebration on May 7, 2023. 
Individual invitations will be sent to all girls and their families that have successfully 
completed the Bronze and Silver Award requirements, and submitted their Final 
Reports prior to the March 1 deadline. Each Gold Award recipient will be awarded 
a $500 scholarship and the GSSEM Young Woman of Distinction will be granted a 
$3,000 scholarship to further her education. Need more reasons to GoGold? Visit 
our website at www.gssem.org/gold.

Here’s what some of our 2022 Gold Award Girl Scouts have to say:

May

2023 Honor Awards Celebration

Nya Mays
“I was able to become 
open enough to receive 
constructive criticism and 
allow that to help build a 
better me.”

Katina Proen
2022 Young Woman 
of Distinction
“With so many struggles 
with my project during the 
pandemic, I learned that 
sometimes you’re forced to 
change the way in which 
your goals are achieved.”

Ingrid Huang
“This project has helped 
me learn so much about 
leadership, communication, 
and problem solving. I’ve also 
developed a newfound interest 
in and appreciation for 
Chinese culture.”

When you become a Gold Award Girl 
Scout, you delve deep into your passions, 
±ex your problem-solving muscle, 
stand up for what you believe in, inspire 
others and make a difference. It’s an 
opportunity to do something more and 
to set your sights on true leadership.

Here are a few other reasons to Go Gold:
• Grow professional skills
• Earn scholarships
• Build your network of supporters that 

  lasts a lifetime
• Enlist at a higher pay grade when you 

  join the military
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Virtual Healing in Nature Kickoff 
May 1, 2023
6:00 – 8:00 PM
During this kickoff event, Girl Scouts will learn 
about the types of mental health challenges that 
people face every day and how they can handle 
these challenges on their own. 

All About Flowers
May 6, 2023
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Juniors - Ambassadors
Explore a career as a ±orist as you learn about 
the science of ±owers, ±ower arrangement 
basics, and their impact in the medical �eld. 

Glass Blowing Art Workshop
May 7, 2023
3:00 PM, 4:00 PM, 5:00 PM
Cadettes - Ambassadors
Join us for an interactive, hands-on 
glassblowing experience! Create your very 
own glass blowing art at Epiphany Glass 
Studio, as you learn the art of glassmaking. 

Yoga in the Park
May 11, 2023
All Levels 
Connect with the outdoors with Yoga in 
the Park! Yoga is a physical practice that 
teaches us tools that help us maintain peace, 
balance, and harmony as we navigate our 
way through life.

Grand Spring Event: Mentors and Me
May 19 – 21, 2023
Cadettes - Ambassadors
Leaders, volunteers, and Girl Scouts aged 11–17 
are invited to Camp Hawthorn Hollow for the 
2023 Grand Spring Event! Join us for a week-
end of relaxation, learning, and mentorship as 
you take a moment to step out your everyday 
life. Attendees are welcome to come for the 
weekend or just for the day. Learn more at 
www.gssem.org/gse. 

A Day in the Life of a Fisheries Biologist
May 20, 2023
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Juniors - Ambassadors
Become a Great Lakes Fisheries Biologist for 
the day as you anchor and pull in �sheries 
assessment gear and learn how to identify 
Great Lakes �sh species! Find other dates 
for this hands-on experience on our GSSEM 
event calendar.

Mall Frenzy
May 20-21, 2023
10:00 PM – 5:00 AM
Brownie - Ambassador
GSSEM has teamed up with Great Lakes 
Crossing in Auburn Hills for an all-night 
lock-in! Come spend the evening with us, 
earn badges/patches, shop ‘til you drop, 
meet new Girl Scout friends, and more. Visit 
www.gssem.org/mallfrenzy to learn more.

May is National Mental Health Awareness 
Month! To encourage Girl Scouts to 

learn how to engage with mental health 
challenges, GSSEM is releasing a new 

patch program called “Healing in Nature.” 
The Healing in Nature patch program 

will launch in late April. 

Programs and Events

Calendar Dates

5/7 Honor Celebration
5/9 Cinco de Mayo Celebration 
  (Clinton Twp.)
5/11 Cinco de Mayo Celebration 
  (White Lake)
5/13 Camp Playfair Open House
5/19 Bees In The D Active Hive Visit

Save the Date
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GSSEM’s “FORE! the Girls Golf Classic”

Next stop: The Ultimate Girl Scout Adventure!

June 26, 2023
8:00 AM–3:00 PM
Western Golf & Country Club 

The Annual FORE! The Girls Golf Classic 
has a new location: Western Golf and 
Country Club, a Donald Ross designed, 
hidden gem in Redford. In addition to 
an exciting round of golf, the day will 
feature grab-and-go breakfast, snack at 
the turn, unique experiences and games
on the course. Bid on silent auction 
items at the awards banquet and 
enter drawings to win exclusive prizes. 
Contact the Development Team at 
development@gssem.org for questions.

To learn more and to register, visit 
www.gssem.org/golf

Push past your comfort zone and 
create life-changing experiences by 
going on a Girl Scout Destination. 
Cadettes, Seniors, and Ambassadors: 
this is your time to make friends from 
all over the country, while exploring 
new cities nationwide or countries all 
over the world. The choice is yours. 

Applications for 2024 destinations 
are open and will be accepted 
on a rolling basis. Check 
www.gssem.org/destinations to 
�nd a trip perfect for you!

June
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STREAM Girls Weekend Camp
June 9 – June 11, 2023
Juniors – Cadettes
We’re teaming up with Trout Unlimited to 
teach you about the wonders of ±y �shing 
and stream ecology at this weekend long 
overnight camp!

Squad Goals Team Building
June 10, 2023
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Juniors – Ambassadors
Bring your squad out for some Taylor 
Swift-themed teambuilding activities! 
Girls will have the opportunity to 
participate in teambuilding activities to 
strengthen their communication, trust, 
and problem-solving skills.

Animal Care with Michigan Humane
June 21, 2023
1:00 – 3:00 PM
Seniors – Ambassadors
Join Michigan Humane for a tour of their 
Mackey Center for Animal Care. Tour stops 
and content will include surgery, clinical 
practice, forensics, and animal behavior. 

Outdoor Adventure: Horseback Riding
Beginning June 24, 2023
Daisies - Cadettes
Girl Scouts are invited to try Horseback 
Riding at Pretty Pony Pastures! During this 
two-hour program, Girl Scouts will have 
hands-on experience on how to groom and 
ride a horse. Visit www.gssem.org/calendar
for a complete list of dates and times.

Me and My Guy Fishing
June 25, 2023
1:00 – 4:00 PM
All levels
Calling all Dads, uncles, grandpas, and trusted 
male �gures! Spend the day �shing with your 
favorite guy while enjoying the great outdoors. 
Drop a line in the pond and see who can catch 
the biggest �sh! 

Fort Gratiot Lighthouse Overnight
June 30 – July 1, 2023
All Levels
Join the Outdoor Education team and the 
team at the Fort Gratiot Lighthouse for a night 
of exploration. During this event Girl Scouts 
will get a tour of the lighthouse and museum 
and take part in the museum's Great Lakes 
patch program to learn all about Michigan's 
Great lakes.

Calendar Dates

6/11 Volunteer CPR & First Aid Class 
  at Clinton Twp. Service Center
6/15 Early Renewal Ends
6/20 Bees In The D Active Hive Visit
6/24 Girl Scout Night at Jimmy 
  John's Field
6/26 “FORE! the Girls” Golf Classic 

Programs and Events
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To all of the Cadettes, Seniors, and 
Ambassadors: the time is now! Reach 
your full potential and make the most 
of this journey. 

Girl Advisory Board (GAB): Be 
the voice of more than 15,000 girls 
throughout Southeast Michigan! 

High Awards: Bronze, Silver, and Gold 
Awards are the highest achievements 
that Girl Scouts can earn. Create a Take 
Action project that helps change the 
world! Check www.gssem.org/calendar
for training dates today!

Cadette Program Aide (PA): To earn 
the PA award, girls in grades 6-8 must 
earn at least one Leadership in Action 
award, take a training course, and work 
directly with younger girls over the 
course of six sessions. 

Volunteer in Training (ViT): 
Seniors and Ambassadors can earn 
a ViT award by working with a mentor 
and Daisy, Brownie, or Junior Girl Scout 
for  three to six months. Complete a 
council-sponsored leadership course 
and create a Journey or badge-based 
activity for younger Girl Scouts with 
four or more sessions. 

Counselor in Training (CiT): Seniors 
and Ambassadors can earn a CiT award 
by mentoring younger girls in a camp 
setting as they build all of the necessary 
skills towards becoming a counselor. 

September 15-17, 2023
Cadettes - Ambassadors 
Camp CEO is a highly rewarding, unique 
opportunity to network with metro 
Detroit’s most in±uential women. 
Girls will discover how these real women 
started out - just like you: a teen girl with 
dreams, goals, and everyday challenges.

Be on the lookout for Outdoor Skills 
Days on the GSSEM Calendar! Outdoor 
Skills Days take place in parks near you. 
Girl Scouts of all ages can come and 
learn �re-building, knot tying, and so 
much more!

July, August, and September 

C,S,A Girl Scouts: Here’s your 
chance to take the lead!   

Camp CEO is back!

Outdoor Skills Days
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Calendar Dates

7/15 Bees In The D Active Hive Visit
7/23 Buggin’ Out with 
  Detroit Audobon
8/26 Blue Moon Overnight at 
  Camp Playfair 
8/26 Summer Sizzle Pool Party
9/21 Pheno-FUN Patch Program: Fall

Check www.gssem.org/calendar
for kick-offs to celebrate the start of a 
new Girl Scout Year!

Kayaking to Turnip Rock
July 14 - 16, 2023
Cadettes - Ambassadors
Travel by kayak to Turnip Rock! Relax at 
the beach, meet new friends, and explore 
downtown Port Austin. 

Girl Scout Preparedness Day with the 
Michigan State Police
Date TBD
Juniors - Ambassadors
Join GSSEM and the Michigan State Police 
for a fun-�lled day of safety and preparedness 
education! Girls will participate in several 
hands-on activities with various disaster 
relief organizations, and will receive a fun 
patch. Keep checking the GSSEM calendar 
for updates!

Pheno-FUN Patch Program: Summer
July 22, 2023
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Girl Scouts will become community scientists 
as they dive deeper into Michigan’s four 
seasons with this four-part patch series. 
Check out the complete program at 
www.gssem.org/pheno.

Finding Common Ground
August 2, 2023
Cadettes - Ambassadors
Learn what it takes to get what you want at 
the negotiation table with experienced union 
leaders from District Council 3. Girls will learn 
collective bargaining techniques and get to test 
them out with a simulated negotiation. 

Adult and Pediatric 
First-Aid/CPR/AED Trainings
August 19, 2023 at the Detroit 
Service Center
The Outdoor Education team is hosting several 
Red Cross Adult and Pediatric CPR/First Aid/
AED classes throughout southeast Michigan. 
This course will prepare you to recognize and 
care for a variety of �rst aid, breathing, and 
cardiac emergencies involving adults, children, 
and infants. Head to to the GSSEM event 
calendar for more dates, times, and locations.

Girls Can Fly, too!
September 16, 2023
Juniors - Cadettes
Explore the friendly skies with the women 
pilots of the Michigan Chapter 99’s! Girls Fly 
Too is a collaboration to educate and inspire 
girls in the �eld of aviation.

Programs and Events





Special Camp 
Guide Section! 
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Summer Camp is for campers going into 2nd grade to 12th grade in the fall!

Girl Scout Summer Camp is all about trying new things, meeting new friends, and having fun! 
Whether girls are interested in archery, the challenge course, swimming, hiking, art, or are 
looking to try all of the above, it’s going to be a great summer at Camp Hawthorn Hollow!  

Outdoor Leadership Experience for Camp
Studies show that girls today are not spending nearly enough time outdoors. Technology and 
structured activities leave less time for girls to get outside and enjoy nature. But as a Girl Scout, 
she’ll have plenty of opportunities to create her own outdoor adventures and develop a lifelong 
appreciation for nature and the out-of-doors—whether with her troop, at camp, or with friends 
and family.

And that’s great news—because when Girl Scouts get outside, they: 
• Discover that they can better solve problems and overcome challenges
• Develop leadership skills, build social bonds, and are happier overall
• Become team players and care more about protecting our environment

Who goes to camp?

We are 
a licensed 

camp by the
State of 

Michigan.
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Who goes to camp?

Every day at CHH truly is a new adventure. No two days at camp are ever the same. Each week, 
campers will experience a variety of activities while exploring the weekly camp theme. While 
weekly themes are used to differentiate our sessions, all campers enjoy traditional camp 
activities each week like swimming, hiking, target sports, arts and crafts, and much more! 
Weekly themes in±uence decorations, music, skits, crafts, costumes, and all-camp activities. 
Whatever the adventure holds, campers are sure to have an adventure at Camp Hawthorn Hollow. 

Check out the schedule for a typical camp day:
 7:00 AM Wake up 
 8:00 AM Breakfast/±ag ceremony/kapers (chores) 
 9:30 AM Morning activities 
 12:30 PM Lunch and rest time 
 2:30 PM Afternoon activities/unit time 
 6:00 PM Dinner/±ag ceremony 
 7:15 PM All-camp activity 
 9:30 PM Shower time and lights out 

Daily Camp Schedule 

Open House: an Opportunity to Check out both Camps!
Camp Hawthorn Hollow (CHH)  Camp Playfair
April 22, 2023    May 13, 2023
12:00 - 4:00 PM    11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Here’s your opportunity to get a taste of camp life! Learn more about our Summer Camp 
programs, check out the lodges, and even participate in fun camp activities. At CHH, 
you’ll have the opportunity to tour the grounds, get an up-close look at all of the sleeping 
accommodations, hike the trails, learn something new in the Whispering Woods Discovery 
Center, or relax in our hammock village. At Camp Playfair, you’ll be able to tour the facilities, 
check out the gorgeous views of the Lake Huron, A-Frame cabins, spacious lodges with 
full industrial kitchens, our nature and nautical centers, and the ever popular pirate 
ship and gaga pit. Non-Girl Scouts are invited to come!
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2023 Summer Camps

General Information
Overnight Summer Camps run for six days, �ve nights: Sunday-Friday. 

Mini Camps are for girls in grades 2-5 to experience independence and enjoy the bene�ts 
of overnight camp without staying the entire length of time. Overnight mini camp runs for 
three days in two different sessions: Sunday - Tuesday and Wednesday - Friday. Girls will 
receive their earned badge at camp.

Camp Fury
Entering Grades 9-12: Train alongside female �re�ghters and law enforcement personnel to learn 
�re�ghting, police and EMS skills, practice defensive tactics, chieve physical �tness and develop 
investigative abilities.

Girls will be mentored by remarkable women in the �eld! Not only will campers learn valuable 
skills during Camp Fury, but they will still get time to be a camper and achieve physical �tness!

Camp...It’s a Vibe!

June 18-23 | Camp Fury

$475

Counselor-in-Training
Entering Grades 9-12: Do you love camp and enjoy working with younger children? Would you like to one day 
be a camp staff member? If so, join us and become a Counselor-In-Training (CIT). This training is one of the best 
ways to develop skills to become a genuinely fabulous future camp counselor while having some fun at camp! 
Please note that this week is for CITs only in which they will spend the week at camp partaking in a specialized 
training just for them! CITs then have an option to come back for an optional week of their choice to even more 
enhance their leadership skills at camp. 

Optional Week(s) for CITs
Entering Grades 9-12: Apply what you learned during CIT I and gain more leadership skills during optional 
weeks of CIT. You'll plan activities for the younger girls and shadow program areas. You must complete CIT I 
prior to attending these optional weeks. 

July 9–14 | Counselor-In-Training

$475

$200
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July 16–21 | Beyond the Stars

Space Jam
Entering Grades 2-3: Welcome to the Space Jam! Learn about the moon, use a telescope to stargaze, and play 
alien basketball in this themed opportunity to earn your Space Science Adventurer badge.

Star Travelers
Entering Grades 4-5: Travel to the stars and earn your Space Science Investigator badge by using a telescope 
to stargaze, modeling the solar system, and sleeping under the stars in a hammock.

Moonlight Madness
Entering Grades 6-8: Bask in the moonlight while working toward your Space Science Researcher badge! 
Learn about light and color, how to identify constellations, and sleep under the stars in a hammock.

Optional Week for CITs
Entering Grades 9-12: Apply what you learned during CIT I and gain more leadership skills during optional 
weeks of CIT. You'll plan activities for the younger girls and shadow program areas. You must complete CIT I 
prior to attending this optional week.

$475

$475

$475

$200

Mission Possible
Entering Grades 2-3: Use a map and search for clues around camp to complete your letterboxing badge.

Junior Detectives
Entering Grades 4-5: Follow clues like real Detectives to solve a mystery during this whodunit-themed week.

CSI: Camp Scene Investigation
Entering Grades 6-8: Can you �gure out the culprit in this whodunit-themed mystery camp? 
If you crack the case in time, you’ll receive their Special Agent badge.

Optional Week for CITs
Entering Grades 9-12: Apply what you learned during CIT I and gain more leadership skills during optional 
weeks of CIT. You'll plan activities for the younger girls and shadow program areas. You must complete CIT I 
prior to attending this optional week.

July 23–28 | Curious Case on Camp

$475

$475

$475

$200

Brownie Bites
Entering Grades 2-3: Get a taste of everything camp has to offer! Girls will be able to enjoy activities like pool swimming, 
hiking our trails, developing archery skills, and much more. Campers will earn their Cabin Camper badge.

Slice of Camp 
Entering Grades 4-5: Experience the wonders of camp by creating works of art, developing archery skills, 
and much more! Girls can give the Challenge Course a try. Campers will earn their Camper badge.

Mini Camps: July 16-18 & July 19-21

$240

$240

Brownie Bites
Entering Grades 2-3: Get a taste of everything camp has to offer! Girls will be able to enjoy activities like pool swimming, 
hiking our trails, developing archery skills, and much more. Campers will earn their Cabin Camper badge.

Slice of Camp 
Entering Grades 4-5: Experience the wonders of camp by creating works of art, developing archery skills, 
and much more! Girls can give the Challenge Course a try. Campers will earn their Camper badge.

Mini Camps: July 23-25 & July 26-28

$240

$240
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Move to the Music
Entering Grades 2-3: Pump up the music and get moving. During this week of camp, girls will learn about 
different dance genres and even choreograph their own dance. At the end of the week, girls will present their 
dance to fellow campers, and their families. Campers will earn the Dancer badge.

Center Stage
Entering Grades 4-5: Take center stage and explore different theatrical roles through acting and dancing! 
Girls will work together to plan a Take Action project in the form of a performance to showcase for fellow 
campers and their families at the end of the week. Campers will complete the aMUSE Journey.

Storytellers 
Entering Grades 6-8: Dive into the performance arts as you act, sing, move, design, and dance—as well 
as partake in traditional camp activities. At the end of the week, you'll utilize your theater skills during a 
performance in front of your family and other campers. 

Optional Week for CITs
Entering Grades 9-12: Apply what you learned during CIT I and gain more leadership skills during optional 
weeks of CIT. You'll plan activities for the younger girls and shadow program areas. You must complete CIT I prior 
to attending this optional week.

July 30–August 4 | Lights, Camera Action!

Brownie Bites
Entering Grades 2-3: Get a taste of everything camp has to offer! Girls will be able to enjoy activities like pool swimming, 
hiking our trails, developing archery skills, and much more. Campers will earn their Cabin Camper badge.

Slice of Camp 
Entering Grades 4-5: Experience the wonders of camp by creating works of art, developing archery skills, 
and much more! Girls can give the Challenge Course a try. Campers will earn their Camper badge.

Mini Camps: July 30-August 1& August 2-4

$240

$240

$475

$475

$200

$475

August 6–August 11 | In the Arts

All That Glitters
Entering Grades 2-3: Design with nature in mind and display 
your work for an all-camp art show.

Outdoor Art Explorer
Entering Grades 4-5: Earn your Outdoor Art Explorer badge 
and display their work for an all-camp art show.

ART-chery
Entering Grades 6-8: Earn your Outdoor Art Apprentice badge 
while mixing two of our favorite activities: painting and archery! 
You’ll also display your work for an all-camp art show.

ART-rageous
Entering Grades 9-12: Earn your Outdoor Art Master and 
Expert badges by creating ARTrageous works for younger 
Girl Scouts to view during an art show hike on the trails.

Optional Week for CITs
Entering Grades 9-12: Apply what you learned during CIT I and gain more leadership skills during optional 
weeks of CIT. You'll plan activities for the younger girls and shadow program areas. You must complete CIT I 
prior to attending this optional week.

$475

$475

$475

$475

$200
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Available now at Camp Hawthorn Hollow 
only! Troops can come to camp for SELECT 
weekends in June  and August! Troop 
Camping Plus gives troops a one-stop shop 
for fun and adventure with all the weekend’s 
activities led by camp staff. Troops are 
responsible for their own food, Troop First 
Aider, and maintain required adult/girl ratios.

Sample Troop Plus itinerary: 
Friday 
Campers Arrive
Camp�re with S’mores & Songs 

Saturday
Pool 
Climbing Tower 
Night Hike

Sunday 
Target Sport (Sling Shots or Ax Throwing)
SWAPS
Campers Depart

Troops are responsible for their own food, 
First Aider, and adult/girl ratio.

The Nature Center inside the Whispering 
Woods Discovery Center will be open during 
Troop Camping Plus weekends, and troops 
will have access to other camp amenities 
as well. 

Cost: $75 per girl, $30 per adult 

Troop Camping Plus summer 
weekend dates:
June 2 - 4 June 9 - 11
June 15 - 18 June 23 - 25
August 18 - 20

To learn more and register, visit 
www.gssem.org/summercamp

Camp like a Troop
You got this! Camp Like A Troop weekends 
allow troops to plan and run their own 
camping weekend at GSSEM’s Camp Playfair 
or Camp Hawthorn Hollow. We provide the 
facilities, you provide the fun!

Troops can access all the amenities of 
camp during their stay, including the Nature 
Center inside the Whispering Woods Discovery 
Center.  Troops are responsible for their 
food, programming, Troop First Aider, and 
maintaining required adult/girl ratios. 

Cost:  $20 per girl, $10 per adult 

Camp Hawthorn Hollow Camp Like 
a Troop summer weekend dates:
June 2 - 4 June 9 - 11
June 15 - 18 June 23 - 25
August 18 - 20 August 25 - 27

Camp Playfair is OPEN for Camp Like a Troop 
summer weekends May through Mid-October.
Activity Backpacks are available for purchase!

Can’t join us for a summer camp? 
Come splash around in our pool for a 
day at Camp Hawthorn Hollow. 

Summer Sizzle Pool Party at CHH 
Saturday, August 26th 
Party at our Pool!
Water Games, summer refreshments included!
Morning and Afternoon Sessions for all 
Girl Scouts!

Cost:  $25 per girl, $10 per adult

Troop Camping Plus – Summer Edition!
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Register for Summer Camp

Summer camp registration is open for everyone NOW! Any girl who will be entering 
grades 2 through 12 as of Fall 2023 can register for Summer Camp as well another if active 
in Girl Scouting. 

Deposit
A $50 deposit is required for all summer camp registrations. Balance of the registration fee 
is due by 14 days prior to the camp session. 

Final Payments
Camp fees must be paid in full by 14 days prior to the camp session. If not, your camper’s 
registration may be cancelled, and no refund will be made if registration is cancelled for 
non-payment. Depending on the number of campers on the waitlist, your camper’s slot 
may be �lled immediately. Payments can be made online or via check, credit card, or Cookie 
Dough by contacting our Customer Care team at helpdesk@gssem.org or 800-482-6734 for 
assistance. Financial Assistance is also available for those in need.

• Pay online with a credit card
• Pay with GSSEM Retail Gift Cards & Juliette Program Credits

  GSSEM retail gift cards and Juliette Program Credits can be used as payment for all 
  eligible camping experiences. Use the GSSEM Program Registration form and include the 
  number on the back of the card along with amount being paid by the card. The GSSEM 
  Program Registration form can be found at www.gssem.org/forms.

• Financial Assistance
  Any registered Girl Scout who wishes to attend camp but is unable to pay the entire fee 
  may apply for �nancial assistance to cover a portion of the cost. The Financial Assistance 
  Application can be found at www.gssem.org/fa.

• Refunds and Cancellations
  Refunds for cancellations (minus a 25% cancellation fee) are available when requested in 
  writing (email is acceptable) no later than 15 days in advance of the arrival date. After 
  this, no refunds of any amount will be issued. Refunds will not be made in the case of 
  alterations in activities due to weather, early 
  release of a camper, or loss of time at camp for 
  medical or behavioral reasons.

Registration Questions?
Please call Customer Care at 1 (800) 482-6734 ext 3.

Register NOW to save your spot! For more information and to register: 
www.gssem.org/summercamp.
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Ways to Camp with GSSEM!
Get outdoors with exciting new opportunities near you, at
Camp Hawthorn Hollow (CHH), and Camp Playfair (CPF).

Community Events
Check out our event list for upcoming Outdoor Education programs in 
your community.

Troop Camping Plus
Troops can spend the weekend at Camp Hawthorn Hollow and enjoy staff-led 
activities, s’mores and songs, night hikes, and so much more. Troops are responsible 
for their own meals.

CMYK

Special Day Events
Every month there will be a themed day event at Camp Hawthorn Hollow or Camp 
Playfair for Juliettes, families, and troops!

Camp Like a Troop
Troops plan an entire weekend at camp, including activities and meals. Troops 
will have access to free program areas at camp, and self-led activity backpacks 
will be available to purchase. We’ll also provide you with a guide of amazing 
camp activities. This will be offered at Camp Hawthorn Hollow and 
Camp Playfair.

www.gssem.org/go
If you have questions about our Camp Programs,
please email camp@gssem.org.

Your guide to GSSEM    |    29



S’more than a Job!

Apply online at www.gssem.org/campjobs

Questions? Contact us at camp@gssem.org

Have fun at camp and get paid, too! GSSEM is hiring staff for our 
summer camp. Positions include unit positions, program staff, kitchen 
staff, and health supervisor. Staff members receive a salary, meals, 
housing, and training.

Camp Counselor Lead Lifeguard    
Unit Leader Lead Challenge Course Instructor
Junior Counselor Camp Program Educator (year-round, hourly)
Health Supervisor

CMYK



Celebrate the big moments and look ahead to 
even more extraordinary ones with your crew. 
Join us for another exciting year in Girl Scouts! 

If your troop renews 85% of their girls and two 
adults by June 15, they’ll receive a patch for 
every renewed girl, and a cookie incentive!

Friendship
Cheer on your squad’s successes.

Bond during a troop sleepover. 

Find new ways to spread joy.

✓
✓
✓

Your Year of

www.gssem.org/renew

CMYK

Mall Frenzy 
is coming!

CMYK

www.gssem.org/mall

Renew Today





Vivian Pickard
President & CEO 
at The Pickard Group

Margaret Trimer 
Vice President of Strategic 
Partnerships at Delta Dental 
of Michigan, Ohio, & Indiana

Linzie Venegas 
Vice President at 
Ideal Group, Inc.

Amy Whipple 
Director of Business 
Development at BDO

Jason Paulateer 
Senior Vice President | 
Group Head Community 
Business Lending at Fifth 
Third Bank

Cookie
Gala

 Tough 
Enough 
to be a 

Girl Scout

Congratulations to our 2023 
Tough Enough Honorees!

CMYK
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Clinton Township 
Service Center/Council Shop
42800 Gar�eld Rd
Clinton Twp, MI 48038
P: 800-482-6734
F: 586-263-6320

Detroit Service Center
1333 Brewery Park Blvd.
Suite 500
Detroit, MI 48207
P: 800-482-6734
F: 313-870-2600

Flint Service Center
Plaza One Building
111 E Court St, Suite D
Flint, Michigan 48502
P: 800-482-6734
F: 810-600-0609

NEW LOCATION 
Port Huron Service Center
Birchwood Mall
4350 24th Ave, Space 518
Fort Gratiot, MI 48059
P: 810-720-9021

Southgate Service Center
1 Heritage Place
Suite 130
Southgate, MI 48195
P: 800-482-6734

White Lake Service Center
8545 Highland Road
White Lake, MI 48386
P: 800-482-6734
F: 248-666-5377

GSSEM Locations

Service Centers, Council Shops & Camps

GSSEM is the provider of premier leadership experiences for girls all over southeast Michigan. 
We serve more than 21,000 girls and adults in Oakland, Macomb, Genesee, Lapeer, St. Clair, 
Sanilac, and parts of Wayne, Monroe, and Livingston Counties. For the most up-to-date 
information about what’s happening at GSSEM, visit gssem.org.

GSSEM 
CAMPGROUNDS
Camp Hawthorn 
Hollow (CHH)
1046 Mayer Rd
Columbus, MI 48063

Camp Playfair (CPF)
3135 Lakeshore Rd
Lexington, MI 48450

Our Council Shop In-Person 
Shopping Hours are:
Monday – 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM*
Thursday – 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM*
Friday – 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM*
Saturday – 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM**
* The Clinton Twp Council Shop 
is closed 3:00 PM–3:30 PM.

Please visit www.gssem.or/curbside
to place a curbside pickup order. Pickup 
is every Thursday, 10 AM-6 PM, at our 
Detroit, Flint, Port Huron, Southgate, 
and White Lake Service Center 
locations, when you place an 
order by 11:59 PM Saturday, the 
week before.

**Saturday hours will be unavailable 
beginning May 27– Memorial Day 
weekend until Labor Day weekend – 
September 2.

Order curbside for 
greater convenience!





Visit us
online at

www.gssem.org

www.twitter.com/gssem 

www.facebook.com/gssem

www.instagram.com/gssem

www.pinterest.com/gssem

1333 Brewery Park Blvd.
Suite 500
Detroit, MI 48207

CMYK




